HS3573: Pop Culture
MIT Summer HSSP

Sundays  2:00- 3:30 pm

Elizabeth Koczera

koczera@simmons.edu

Room: 4-261

Course Description:
This class will explore various forms of media including music, television, photography and the internet and how it influences our lives. Each week students will explore a different facet of the media and through in class projects and discussion learn to interpret and critically engage with popular culture. Students will work collectively in groups and individually toward understanding media and the manner of its production and what that means in our American society. At the conclusion of the class students will have the skills necessary to engage with and challenge all kinds of media, as well as the knowledge to create new effective media forms. 
Class Requirements:

1. Come to class ready to engage with the material

2. Completion of short weekly assignments

3. Have fun and relax!

Schedule:
July 11:   What is Pop Culture Anyway?
· Introductions/ Housekeeping
· Definitions and core concepts

· TAP model
What’s On Your IPod?

· Short lecture on evolution of popular music to the post-MTV world
· Genre activity in groups
· Music industry discussion
Homework:  Bring a photo in for next class. It can be either a photo you or a family member has taken, or a favorite picture from another source. 
July 18:   The Visual Image—Facebook pictures!

· Short lecture on photography/ definitions
· Captioning activity with photos
· Photo appreciation group  activity and discussion
Homework: Bring in an advertisement from a newspaper or magazine.

July 25:  Advertising—What Are You Trying to Sell?

· Short lecture and definitions
· Jingle activity

· Magazine activity

· Discussion of homework

Homework:  Write a short paragraph reflecting on any aspect of a television show you view this week.
August 1:  Television—Prime Time

· Short lecture on TV/ definitions
· Discussion of homework
· Group work and presentation on television genres
Homework: Write a short paragraph reflecting on a movie you have seen recently. It can be either a movie you saw in the theater or at home.

August 8: Movies—Big Screen
· Short lecture on film history/ definitions

· Ideology discussion

· Discussion of homework

· Group work on Hay’s Code and movie ratings

Homework:  Make a list of the five websites you visit most often. Then write a short reflection on what you like most about these sites.
August 15: Internet—Friend me! Twitter, Facebook, and Hulu

· Short lecture
· Discussion of reflections
· Is media different through the internet? 
· Introduction of media production project
Homework:  Work on projects

August 22: Media Production: Your Turn

· Present projects
· Wrap up!
· Big party
